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Lesson plan for American History 373
Week 3: “A New Nation Moves West”

O

Michelle Cassidy & Frank Kelderman



To integrating online materials into class meetings and
make History 373 more interactive;

To move from a purely content-based pedagogy and
integrate transferable skills (locating and analyzing
primary sources) into weekly meetings;

To use learning objects for making students think about
the material and do much of the intellectual work
themselves;

To demonstrate through tutorials how to use the LOC’s
catalogues, and to navigate MIRLYN and finding aids to
locate resources at campus libraries (such as the Bentley
and the Clements).



“American Memory” contains a vast array of sources:
how to pick and choose?

Possible thematic approach to online sources: have
students explore, through the LOs, a selection of
important topics or themes.

During lecture meetings, have students divide in groups
and study sources related to:

- historical events (treaties / battles / government
decisions)

- historical persons
- larger historical issues related to the week’s topic



Using the collection “The First American West” in the

b (13

Library of Congress’s “American Memory” collection
For example, prepare in-class case studies of:
Events

-The Treaty of Greenville (1795)

Persons

-Henry Knox and settler/Indian hostilities

-Daniel Boone as historical and mythical figure
Themes

-Land surveys in the Ohio River Valley
-Encountering the region’s American Indian past




Daniel Boone as historical and mythical figure

O First American West: The
C N  ® memory.locgov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=icufaw&fileName=cbf0004/icufawcbf0004.db&recNum=0&itemLink=D?fa 53 | A
First American West: The Ohio River Valley, 1750-1820 3

The discovery. settlement. and present state of Kentucke : and an essay towards the topography and natural history of that important country ; to which is
added, an appendix. containing, I. The adventures of Col. Daniel Boon, one of the first settlers, comprehending every important occurrence in the political
history of that province. II. The minutes of the Piankashaw council, held at Post St. Vincents, April 15, 1784. III. An account of the Indian nations inhabiting
within the limits of the thirteen United States ... IV. The stages and distances between Philadelphia and the Falls of the Ohio; from Pittsburg to Pensacola and
several other places. The whole illustrated by a new and accurate map of Kentucke and the country adjoining, drawn from actual surveys
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First American West: The Ohio River Valley, 1750-1820
The mountain muse : comprising the adventures of Daniel Boone ; and the power of virtuous and refined beauty
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Encountering the region’s American Indian past
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The First American West: The Ohio River Valley, 1750-1820

View page images [Rights and Reproductions]

A letter from Colonel Winthrop Sargent, to Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton, accompanying drawings and some account of certain articles, which
were taken out of an ancient tumulus, or grave, in the western-country

AUTHOR/CREATOR
Sargent. Winthrop. 1753-1820

CREATED/PUBLISHED
1799

m

NOTES
Originally published in: Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 4 (1799), article no. 21, p. 177-180.

SUBJECTS

Barton. Benjamin Smith. 1766-1815
Mounds--United States

Native American

Burial mounds

Land

RESOURCE TYPE
Text
Article |

SOURCE COLLECTION
University of Chicago. Library
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@ First American West: The
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GROWING 1xv PENNSYLVANIA. 177

The annexed figure reprefents the other particularities
and fpecific characters of the plant, which I fhall call
Heterandra reniformis.

(Signed) BEAUVOIS.

Ne. XXI.

A Letter from Colonel WINTHROP SARGENT, 70 Dr.
BeNjAMIN SMiTu BARTON, accompanying Drawings
and fome Account of certain Articles, wobich were taken out
of an ancient Tumulus, or Grave, in the Weflern-C ountry.

Cincinnati, N. W, Territory, Sep. 8th, 1794.

Read May I HAVE the pleafure, my dear Sir, to tran{mit
20, 1796. you a drawing of fome matters more extra-
ordinary than have heretofore come under my obferva-
tion, in all the refearches into the antiquitics of this coun-
try. The multiplicity of my avocations leaves not l¢ifure
for more than rough delineations ; and you muft be con-
tented to receive them in this ftyle. 1 poflefs all the ori-
ginals, and intend by fome fafe conveyance prefenting
them to the Philofophical Society, fhould they believe
them of importance enough for a depofit of my difpo-
fition to promote the purpofes of their inflitution. The
drawing, perhaps, is too imperfeét to ftand the teft of cri-
ticifm, and it might notbe prudent to hazard it to their
view. Your judgment, however, fhould govern.*

. It may be proper to add, that the body with which this
colledtion wasinterred, was found lying in nearly a hori-
zontal pofition, about five feet from the furface of the

* Since the date of this letter, the Philofophical Society have reccived
the articles.  From comparing them with the drawings, it appears that the
latter are, in general, fofiiciently corredt. B. S. B. b
earth.
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How to combine students’ analysis of primary
sources with more “traditional” purpose of lectures?

Wrappers focused on guiding students through
descriptive, contextual, and analytical questions:

1. Who, what, where, when?
2. Historical significance?

3. Discussing problems & confusing aspects of the
source

Follow-up at the end of class section to collectively
tackle facts, findings, discussion questions, etc.



We will continue to refine how to organize and
present these resources to students;

Possibly through an online syllabus linked to the
various resources or wrapped learning objects.




